Digging Deeper: The
Greater Meaning of
Proverbs 17:3
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“The refining pot is for silver and the
furnace for gold, but Jehovah is the
examiner of hearts.” (Proverbs 17:3)

Solomon compared Jehovah to a metal-
worker who tests silver and gold with
fire. The main point is that Jehovah sees
what is really inside a person, which no
human can do. The day’s text shows why
that matters: because he reads hearts, Je-
hovah told Hosea to reach out to Gomer
while she was still in serious sin. He may
see a heart that can still turn back when
people have already given up.



© <The Refining Pot”: Testing
That Has a Purpose (7737,
matsref)

The Hebrew word 57370 (matsref) means
a crucible, a pot used to melt and purify
metal. It comes from 71X (tsaraf), “to re-
fine.” A refiner heats silver to bring out
what is inside it and separate the impur-
ities. His goal isn’t to throw the metal
away. He wants to end up with some-
thing pure.

The psalmist used the same picture for
how Jehovah deals with his people: “For
you have examined us, O God; as silver is
refined, so you have refined us.”

(Psalm 66:10) Jehovah’s testing is meant
to purify and save, not to destroy.

When Jehovah examines a heart, he is
looking for what can be refined, not
just what should be thrown out.



© “The Examiner”: He Looks
Deeper Than Anyone Else
(J73, bochen)

The word for “examiner” is 172 (bochen),
from 103 (bachan). It means to test or
prove something, especially metals, and
more generally to look into a matter
closely. Solomon described Jehovah as
the One who keeps doing this kind of
testing. He isn’t fooled by outward ap-
pearances.

Jehovah says: “I, Jehovah, am searching
the heart, examining the innermost
thoughts.” (Jeremiah 17:10) The day’s
text adds Proverbs 16:2: “All of a man’s
ways seem right to him, but Jehovah ex-
amines the motives.” We can misjudge
others, and even ourselves. Jehovah nev-
er does.

Since only Jehovah sees motives
clearly, we leave the final judgment of
hearts to him.



Q “Hearts”: The Real Person
Inside (Ni25, libbot)

The word here is N3 (libbot), “hearts,”
from 17 (lev). In the Bible the heart
means the inner person: our desires,
motives, and feelings. When Jehovah
looked at Gomer, and at the nation of Is-
rael, he saw more than their sins. He saw
hearts he could still reach.

So he told Hosea: “Go once again, love
the woman who is loved by another man
and is committing adultery, just as Je-
hovah loves the people of Israel while
they turn to other gods.” (Hosea 3:1) This
was the same God who asked: “Do I not
prefer that he turn away from his ways
and keep living?” (Ezekiel 18:23)

Jehovah reaches out to people who
are still in sin because he wants them
to repent and live.



Key Spiritual Reflections

Leave Judging to Jehovah: Have I
written someone off as beyond
help, when only Jehovah can truly
read that person’s heart? (Pro-
verbs 17:3; 1 Samuel 16:7)

Let Him Refine Me: When Je-
hovah allows a test in my life, do I
see it as a chance for him to purify
my heart? (Psalm 66:10)

Trust His Mercy: If [ have made
serious mistakes, do I believe Je-
hovah still reaches out to me and
wants me to come back to him?
(Hosea 3:1; Ezekiel 18:23)
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