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“However, we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, so that the power
beyond what is normal may be God’s
and not from us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7)

Paul was describing the ministry that he
and his companions carried out, even
though they were ordinary, imperfect
men who faced constant hardship. The
main point is that Jehovah has trusted
us, plain and fragile people, with the
most valuable message there is, and he
gives us the strength to deliver it. As the
day’s text says, when fear of man or fear
of rejection makes us hesitate, we can
ask Jehovah for boldness, just as the
apostles did.



© “Treasure”: A Message Worth
More Than Anything
(Bnoavpdg, the-sau-ros’)

The Greek word 6noavpoc (the-sau-ros’
means a treasure, something valuable
that is stored up and kept safe. A few
verses earlier, Paul identifies it as “this
ministry” (2 Corinthians 4:1). The treas-
ure is the God-given work of preaching
the life-giving message of God’s King-
dom.

Jesus showed how much that message is
worth: “The Kingdom of the heavens is
like a treasure, hidden in the field, that a
man found and hid; and because of his
joy, he goes and sells everything he has
and buys that field.” (Matthew 13:44)
When we remember what the good news



means for the people who hear it, shar-
ing it feels less like a duty and more like
a privilege.

The value of the message does not de-
pend on how polished we are; it is
precious because it comes from Je-
hovah.

© “Earthen”: Ordinary Jars,
Valuable Cargo (dotpdkivoc,
os-tra’ki-nos)

The word dotpdkivog (os-tra’ki-nos)
means earthen, or made of baked clay. In
Paul’s day, clay jars were cheap and com-
mon. Merchants used them to carry
food, wine, 0il, and even coins, and near
old harbors and markets there were
piles of broken jars left behind once the
valuable contents had been delivered.
The jar was never the point; what it car-
ried was.



The Bible often compares humans to
clay: “We are the clay, and you are our
Potter; we are all the work of your
hand.” (Isaiah 64:8) We have limits,
weaknesses, and fears. Yet Jehovah chose
people like us on purpose to get his mes-
sage to where it needs to go.

When someone turns down the mes-
sage, they are not rejecting the value
of the treasure, and our weakness
does not disqualify us from carrying
it.

© “Power Beyond What Is
Normal”: Strength That
Comes From God (0rrepfBoAn,
hy-per-bo-le’)
Paul used the word vTepfoAn)
(hy-per-bo-le’) to describe power that
goes “beyond what is normal,” the kind
of extraordinary strength only God can
give. Paul was saying that a clay jar hold-
ing up under pressure proves the



strength is not coming from the jar. That
is why the credit goes to Jehovah, “not
from us.”

The apostles experienced this firsthand.
When they were ordered to stop preach-
ing, they did not ask for the threats to go
away. They prayed: “Grant to your slaves
to keep speaking your word with all
boldness.” The answer came right away:
“They were one and all filled with the
holy spirit and were speaking the word
of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:29, 31)

When fear holds us back, the solution
is not to try harder on our own but to
ask Jehovah for the boldness he read-
ily gives.



Key Spiritual Reflections

See the Treasure: Do I truly view
the ministry as a treasure, or has
it started to feel routine? What
could help me appreciate its value
again? (2 Corinthians 4:1, 7; Mat-
thew 13:44)

Accept Being Clay: Is there a
weakness or fear that makes me
feel unqualified to share the good
news? How does knowing Jehovah
chose “earthen vessels” on pur-
pose change how I see it? (Isai-

ah 64:8)

Pray for Boldness: The next time
I feel fear of man or fear of rejec-
tion, will I pray specifically for
boldness and let my love for
people outweigh my fear, as the
apostles did? (Acts 4:29, 31)
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